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celebration

e organised by the —e
Thomas Browne
Project
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What do you
know about...

Sir Thomas Browne?

l‘
Sir Thomas Browne on Hay Hill Statue by Henry Pegram,

unveiled in 1904 to commemorate 300 years since his birth.
Photo Dave Guttridge

See www.sirthomasbrowne.org.uk for
more information about

Thomas Browne as well as
contemporary projects linked to him
#thomasbrowne

Sir Thomas Browne was a 17th century
physician and polymath who lived in
Norwich for most of his adult life, in the
Hay Hill area of the city. He died aged 77
on his birthday in 1682, on 19 October
which is now Sir Thomas Browne Day.

There is a statue of him on Hay Hill which
has recently been redesigned with some
references to Browne and his works

He lived where Pret a Manger is now and
he is buried in St Peter Mancroft Church
alongside his wife and other members of
his family, where there is a collection of
artefacts, including a replica of his skull.

He wrote books and essays, conducted
experiments, invented words and was
generally curious about everything he
found around him. In spite of being well-
known and respected in his day and
famous across the world, he is relatively
unknown in Norfolk today.

The annual Sir Thomas Browne Day is an
opportunity to learn about this brilliant
and fascinating man who was influential
throughout England and Europe in his
own time and remains relevant and
inspirational in the 21st century.

Flip the flyer to find out about the

artwork Homage to Thomas Browne




ABOUT SIR THOMAS BROWNE DAY AND THE STB PROJECT

Sir Thomas Browne Day on 19 October is an annual celebration of the life and work of this
17th century physician and polymath, who lived in Norwich for most of his adult life.

The Thomas Browne Project aims to increase awareness of Browne and his works through
activities and events with articles and links on the website www.sirthomasbrowne.org.uk
Thomas Browne was a popular physician who worked in Norwich and around Norfolk in the 17th
century. He died on his birthday, 19 October 1682 aged 77. He was born in Cheapside in London,
educated at Winchester College and then undertook a medical training in Oxford, Montpellier in
France, Leiden in the Netherlands and Padua in ltaly - in those days you had to travel Europe for a
full medical education and these were the places of the highest reputation. After returning to
England he lived and worked in Halifax before moving to Norwich where he married a local
woman, Dorothy Mileham. They had 11 children and were apparently very happy as a family.

His son Edward grew up to be a physician and writer too.

Thomas Browne was a man with a curious mind, a polymath interested in many subjects. He liked
exploring and investigating and as he did, he wrote about his thoughts and findings. Unusually, he
wrote in English rather than the more scholarly Latin so that more people could understand.
Maybe if he were alive today he would be a science journalist or a blogger as he wrote as though
he was explaining his thoughts verbally, and it is often said that it is best to read Browne’s works
out loud as the rhythm and cadence of his style are important.

His major written works started with ‘Religio Medici’, originally an essay, as he grappled with the
balance of his religious beliefs, faith and the teachings of the Bible, with what was happening in the
rational world of philosophy and science, a time of real change and development of ideas. Religio
Medici is still given to doctors and lawyers to read today as part of their training.

His other main works were ‘Pseudodoxia Epidemica’ or ‘Vulgar Errors’ which debunked the false
beliefs commonly held by people, by running experiments to find evidence to prove or disprove the
truth - at the beginning of the experimental method. "Urne Burial" was written following the
unearthing of Roman (or Saxon) burial urns at Brampton in North Norfolk prompting him to think
about our rituals of death and mortality. ‘Hydriotaphia’ or The ‘Garden of Cyrus’ accompanies Urne
Burial and considers formations based on the quincunx, a five pointed shape which occurs
frequently in nature and in man-made structures. ‘Christian Morals” and ‘Letter to a Friend’ reveal
his thoughts and philosophies about living a good life as a man and as a physician.

He is credited with inventing more words and phrases for our English language than anyone other
than Shakespeare, as he wrote at a time when new ideas needed new terms. Many are still in
common use such as electricity, medical, hallucination, coma, migrant and many more.

Thomas Browne is buried along with his family in St Peter Mancroft Church, This is the nearest
building he has to a ‘home’, as his own house on the corner of Brigg Street and Gentleman’s Walk
was demolished many years ago. The church is not only his spiritual home but also has many
artefacts and publications that relate to Browne, including a replica of his skull and a lovely portrait
of the man and another of his wife Dorothy. If you are interested to find out more, please visit the
church which is opposite the Forum or the website www.sirthomasbrowne.org.uk.

There are also some informative publications - a series of essays by Browne scholar Kevin
Faulkner on www.aquariumofvulcan.blogspot.co.uk, with a new one published every year on 19
October, ‘Sir Thomas Browne and the Opium of Time’ by Edinburgh-based GP Dr Gavin Francis,
published by Oxford University Press, (ISBN 9780192858177) and the more weighty book ‘Thomas
Browne Selected Writings” by Dr Kevin Killeen, also published by Oxford University Press

(ISBN 9780198797654). ‘The Adventures of Sir Thomas Browne in the 21st Century’ written by
Aylsham-based writer Hugh Aldersey Williams, published by Granta (ISBN 9781847089021) and
available at Jarrolds and the Book Hive in London Street. Hugh has also written a small book,
‘The Debt of Our Reason’ commissioned by St Peter Mancroft, available in the church, price £8




HOMAGE TO SIR THOMAS BROWNE

AN ARTWORK BY ANNE & PATRICK POIRIER

Part of the work in its new home in Eaton Park.
Detail of photo by Stuart Beard

The quincunx layout of the sculptures

In 2007, a set of sculptures called Homage to Sir Thomas Browne, were commissioned by
Norwich City Council to honour 17" century physician, philosopher, writer and polymath,
Sir Thomas Browne (1605-1682). The artists were French couple Anne and Patrick Poirier.

The artwork was originally sited on Hay Hill in the centre of Norwich, close to where Browne
lived and next to St Peter Mancroft Church where he worshipped and is buried.

In 2023, a major refurbishment of Hay Hill meant that the artwork needed a new home and
it has moved to a greener, natural location in the beautiful Eaton Park in south-west Norwich.

The 20 sculptures that make up the artwork are crafted from marble and granite, some
polished and shiny, some rough and matt. They are arranged in a pattern known as a
quincunx, a five-pointed diamond shape which Thomas Browne believed existed through-
out nature. They are inscribed with the names of some of Browne’s better-known written
works and there are many coded references to his life and work.

The brain and eye are the major pieces and refer to his powers of observation and insight
as well as his curious mind, his intellect and philosophical thinking about matters of the
world, nature, science, religion and many other subjects.

The marble brain and eye weigh about 5 tons each and the bench and table weigh around
3-4 tons. The Zimbabwean granite of the seats was chosen to reflect the black basalt of the
stones in the floor of St Peter Mancroft Church, where Thomas Browne and his family are
buried. There are also granite tables, seats and seed pods.

The artists designed the work to be a place to relax, read, meet friends and enjoy the space
around them. It is hoped that visitors to the park will also find them a welcoming place to
watch the world go by and appreciate the surrounding nature, as Thomas
Browne might have done when thinking about his book, The Garden of
Cyrus, or the “Quincunciall Lozenge’ as it was also called, or contemplating
the mysteries of the world at a time when many new ideas were sweeping
the country in the 17" century, the age of enlightenment and reason.




FROM ITALY TO EATON PARK - THE TRAVELS
OF HOMAGE TO SIR THOMAS BROWNE

Homage to Sir Thomas Browne was designed by Anne & Patrick Poirier and made by
craftsmen in Pietrasanta, ltaly in the foothills of the Carrara mountains - a town with many
artisan workshops and a long tradition of marble and stone crafts

or

=

The sculptures were brodght from Italy td N6rWich ona lérge truck.’Gentleman's Wal‘l‘( was
closed and they were lifted into place on Hay Hill overnight. The artwork was opened to the
public on 4 July 2007 as a place to sit and watch the world go by — a ‘living room for the city’.

In August 2024, Homage to Sir Thomas Browne was relocated from Hay Hill in the city
centre to a new home in Eaton Park on the west side of Norwich, in a more natural setting

For more information about the park see www.friendsofeatonpark.co.uk
For more on Sir Thomas Browne see www.sirthomasbrowne.org.uk






