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Happy birthday Sir Thomas, born in London 19 October 1605*, died in
Norwich 19 October 1682. Sir Thomas Browne was an English physician,
naturalist, philosopher, wordsmith and polymath who contributed hundreds of
words to the English language (such as medical, electricity, migrant, computer
and manhy more).

He lived on the corner of Brigg Street and Gentleman’s Walk in Norwich for
most of his adult life, practicing as a doctor and writing about the diverse
subjects that interested him.

This year, there is no special Thomas Browne Day event. However Kevin
Faulkner is delivering a talk at the Norfolk & Norwich Millennium Library on
Tuesday 22 October 2024, 1pm - free entry but booking essential via
eventbrite norfolkheritagecentre.eventbrite.co.uk or by emailing
heritagecentrenorfolk.gov.uk for tickets

Homage to Thomas Browne artwork goes to Eaton Park
This year’s big news is the relocation of the artwork Homage to Thomas
Browne by French artists Anne and Patrick Poirier to their new home at Eaton
Park, near the children’s playground. In 2023, Norwich City Council raised
money through the Towns Deal Fund to refurbish Hay Hill in central Norwich
where the artwork was originally installed, next to the church where Browne
worshipped and is buried along with his family, and the home on Brigg Street/
Gentleman’s Walk where they lived.

This meant that there was no longer the right space for the sculptures in their
original (and crucial) arrangement on Hay Hill and so an aleternative location
had to be found. After a number of options were considered, a new home was
identified with the Friends of Eaton Park who have welcomed the piece with
open arms. The re-siting has been popular with visitors to Eaton Park too, and
whilst we miss it from the centre of the city, we are glad that it has another life
with a new audience. It looks very different in its new setting amongst trees
and sat in grass. It is a bit more tucked away than on Hay Hill and will be more
of a chance encounter for many people who find it. The Eaton Park Café is
also very happy that the sculptures are in the park and will be open to
suggestions to host events there in the future and to point people towards it.
There was a launch event in September to celebrate the relocation.

Norwich Art Path - an idea

It is also hoped that the Poirier artwork will be one of the stops on the
proposed Norwich Art Path. This link between Norwich Castle and the
Sainsbury Centre at UEA was trialled in the Norfolk & Norwich Festival 2023.
The intention is to create a trail of artworks, both permanent and temporary,
occasional intervations combined with permanently sited works connecting
two major art venues. This video of the 2023 event explains the
collaborative idea waiting to happen. This is a good contribution to the path.

*Acknowledging that some people dispute the birth date
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In Person and Livestreamed
Tuesday 22 October Ipm

NORFOLK HERITAGE CENTRE at the
Norfolk & Norwich Millennium Library

Join local expert Kevin Faulkner for a virtual visit to Sir
Thomas Browne's home at Haymarket, and enjoy an
illustrated tour of the 'many Valuable and Uncommon
books' in the Norwich physician-philosopher's library
prior fo its auction in 1711.
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The new location of the Poirier artwork in Eaton Park
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Quincunx cake for the launch of the relocation of Homage to Sir
Thomas Browne
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